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What's “Matome”?

e Matome (F & &) — pronounced “Mah-Tou-Meh”

* Roughly means “edited” or “curated”
* Naver Matome describes itself “curation platform”

* Or maybe “collected”, “organized” or “summarized”



What’s “Matome Sites”

e Summarized contents from other sources
e Edit contents & Give context

* From underground to overground
e “Sanitized” 2ch

* Improve Ul
* Appropriate online ad revenues
* Possibly Japan-only phenomenon



Sources

* News outlets or other websites
e Twitter

* 5¢ch (formerly known as 2ch)
* The notorious anonymous BBS in Japan
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Matome Sites" in Google Trends
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Source: Google Trends



"Matome Sites'' in mainstream media
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Source: compiled by the author from G-Search



A Short History of Matome Sites

1999: 2ch established
Pre-2005: Underground subculture, some proto Matome Sites appeared

2005: Densha Otoko (EEE 5 ) made 2ch a kind of mainstream
* Familiarized 2ch-style communication style

2011: Top 30 livedoor Blogs were Matome Sites

2012: 2ch warned 5 Matome Sites for copyright violation
2014: DeNA bought 2 startups for 5 billion yen

2015: Gradually recognized as the source of false information
2016: DeNA WELQ Scandal



How many Matome Sites out there?

* Not clear
* Highly competitive field
* There are “starter kits” or “templates”
* Sold 2-30K yen



How big are they?

Monthly Visits (Avg. Monthly Visits (Avg.
Jun — Nov 2019) Jun-Nov 2019)

New Soku VIP Blog 296.60M Asahi 63.80M
Ore Teki Game 29.20M VBT 32.40M
Sokuhou@JIN Mainichi 26.00M
Hachima Kikou 27.50M Sankei 40.60M
Alfalfa Mosaic 21.60M Tokyo 4.30M

Nikkei 69.40M
Hamsoku 20.60M

NYT 243.60M
Hoshu Sokuhou 13.40M The Guardian 255.00M
Anonymous Post 1.20M FT 20.30M

Source: compiled by the author from Similarweb



Who are watching?

* LINE Survey (2016)

* Main news sources of younger generation (under 20) are SNS and Matome
Sites

* And Matome Sites also have Twitter accounts
* Google Adplanner Survey (2009)
* Only 14% of under 18 watch 2ch
* Volume zone is 35-44 years old (34%)
* “5ch for old people”

* Matome Sites rejuvenate the audience of 2ch/5ch



Who are running Matome Sites?

* Many Interviews with the administrators of Matome Sites indicate
most of them are only in it for the money
* Not political at all
* Leaked internal documents from Matome Sites confirm this

* |t is a profitable business - some can earn over 1 million yen / month
(Buzzfeed 2018)

* It is crucial to attract attention - and fake news sells
* Far-right and chauvinistic contents are quite popular in Japan now

* Matome Sites are consequences, not a cause of right-wing swing of Japanese
society



Propaganda Pipeline (Benkler et al. 2018)

* Because of their popularity, the content and mannerism of Matome
Sites (and underground forums) are “smuggled” into the mainstream
media

* It expands the audience base of the far-right discourse



Platform? Media?

* If Matome Sites are considered as platforms, then they don’t have
responsibility for their contents

 However, Matome Sites actively edit the content and give context
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The Rise and Fall of Hoshu Sokuhou

* Became a premier right-wing Matome Site
 Even PM Abe shared (2014)

* Lots of fake news and defamation (especially on Korean)

e Sued for defamation and lost the case (2018)
* The court acknowledged Matome Sites are responsible for their content



Pursuiting Anonymous Post

* Another notorious far-right and fake news Matome Site

* The anonymous operator accidentally revealed several hints about his
past in early entries

* Some distinctive expression, proper nouns and description of events are
found in another (non-anonymous) blog



Conclusion

* Matome Sites is an unique byproduct of Japanese online culture

* Matome Sites are relatively new, but quite influential, especially in
younger generation

* Matome Sites are businesses, not political movement
* Matome Sites can be shot down even if it is run anonymously
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